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Art Complex Recognized by State
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The Massachusetts
Cultural Council bcslows only
six projects around Ihc slate
with ils prestigious Gold Star
designation annually. This

.summer, the council honored

The Arl Complex Museum on

Aldcn Street for its Japanese
Tea Ceremony.

"It's so incredible thai oul

of all the programs in Ihe
whole slate. Ihcy chose us,"

Laura Kickclson Dnherty.
communication! coordinator

ofThe Art Complex Museum,
said.

The Massachusetts
Cultural Council's Gold Slar

Award and an official citation
from lite slate senate in rccog-

nilinn of Hie designation were
each presented in ihc museum

on July 16. Lncal cultural

councils nominate programs

that Ihcy have funded over the

year. Lynne Smith, the former

chairwoman of Ihc Duxbury
Cultural Council, nominated
Ihe Arl Cumplcx's Japanese
Tea Ceremony for the award.

"The project has liruuglu

together the exlraurdinary

resources of the Duxhury Arl

Complex Museum with its

commitment to the Japanese

Tea Ceremony, its lea hul and

garden, with one of our best

teachers who has a remarkable

ability to share her knuwlcdgc

and cnihusiastn." Smith wrntc

in her nomination of the Art
Complex.

The lea ceremony began

after Chandler School second
grade teacher Helen Fowler

reiurncd fruin a Fulbrighl

Memorial Fund Teacher

Program funded hy the

Japanese. Oul nf the over

2.W0 applications for ihc fel
lowship 10 Japan, l-uwlcr was

one of the 200 people acccpi-

cd in Ihc fall of \<>W A stipu

lation of traveling lo Japan

was the creation of a follow-

up plan designed lu share

what Fowler learned abroad
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Honoring Ihe museum lor earning ihe Gold Slar designation.

U.c museum', director, shows ihe children an au.hcn-
Charlie Weycrhacuscr. wai a lie Japanese dance
natural partnership. Smith Once al Ihe museum, lea
said for Ihe past 30 years, ihe- master Glenn Pereira guides
Art Complex has hosted pub. the second graders through the
lie Japanese Tea Ccremui.ici an of ihc Japanese lea cere
til Us Shofuan «r Wind in the

I'incs hut. During ihc summer

of 20IM. this lea ceremony

was tweaked lo appeal lo

more families hy incorporat

ing origami and scroll writing
with the program.

Fowler encouraged
Wcycrhacuser lo lake lite ccr-
emnny one step forward by

allowing the Chandler

School's entire second grade
lo attend.

"Charlie agreed saying 'if

we sian with the kids, maybe

kids will then bring their par.
cms to ihe museum."* Fowler

said, "lie wanted to attract

mure families lu ihe Art
Complex."

In ils seventh year now. the

program net only introducespgram net only introduce

ihc second graden lo a muse
um, but Japanese culture as

well. Fowler said children1*

I.WC of Japan begins al the

Chandler School with the

mony.

"Tlie tids arc slock slill

when Glenn leaches. They arc

so fascinated." i-'owlcr said. "I

remember watching him leach

them during ihc first tea cere
mony and he was so gtmd

with them. | asked him after

he finished how often he

worked with children, and I

was shocked when he said that
was his first time."

Word abuut the lea cere-
muny has cauelil on. with

Marshfield .schools now
bringing their .students to ihc

museum lo participate in the

pmgram.

"The program is a wonder

ful collaboration between ihc
Oushury schools and Ihc Arl

Complex Museum. II demon-
strain the role lhat stale fund

ing can play in Ihc develop

ment of quality educational
programming," a press release

from Ihc stale cultural councilwnai rowier learned abroad -••■■vm w»n me iron) me stale cultural counci

wilh her classroom, her school lcaehlll« °r» P"pul" Japanese said about Ihc tea ceremony,
ami her .'nn,n,,,«;,., wng called "Plcxse Give Me £»<•.. >hn..«i. .■.. ......and her community.

Fowler said Ihc collabora
tion with the Art Complex and

song called "Plcxse Give Me

W'ings." The school's an

teacher gives lessons on origa-

-: while Ihc gym teacher

Even though the state's
cultural council presented the

award to the An Complex in

Ihe middle of the summer,

seven of the students rrom
Fowler's second grade clasx.
attended the event, showcas

ing what Ihcy learned by
singing "Please Give Me

Wings" in Japanese for the
crowd.

"ll was so impressive and il

wasn'l a short song cither."
Dohcny said. "It was a tribute
lo Helen and this wonderful
program. I really think ihe

kids feel more comfortable
coming to Ihe museum now. It

— —n - r»wi^ni '' 3 So°d introduction lo Ihe
Chandler School teacher Helen Fowler approached mus*>™ *>d what we do as
Weyerhaeuser about allowing the town's enllre second grade wc" » *e '»P»"«e cuhurc
lo vlsil Ihe museum annually lor Ihe lea ceremony. Seven ol >nd lnc'« «remony."
Fowler s lormer second grade students sang Ihe popular Th« Cold Star Award and
Japanese song "Please Give Me Wings" In Japanese to In. ■'« »we senate'., citation now

SSto taP* ,SinnOtt-MCaiSm» *"""«'. L«ren Healy museum. The final lea cere-
Christine Kales and Emma MacKinnon. mony will be held on Sunday.
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